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IV. A Letter from Mr. Ralph Thoresby, F. R, S
to Dr. Hans Sloane, R. S. Sec. concerning (ome
Ancient Brafs Inflruments found in Yorklhice,

Hononred S IR,

WEapons of Brafs having been difcontinued for
many Ages, it may not perhaps be un cep-
table to you to have an Account of fome that were
lately found in thefe Parts; for what ufe cthey were
originaily defigned 1 dare not determine, f{o fhall on-
ly relate Matter of Fact as to the dilcovery of them,
and give you thcir form, defiring your Sentiments of
them, and {uch ingenious Gentlemen as you may pleafe
to communicate this unto.

As the Servants of Mr. Ellis of Kiddal (Father to
the prefent Sheriff of the County) were Plowing in a
Place called Ofmond-thick, near the noted Bramhans- Moor,
they difcovered five or fix Brafs Inftruments, which are of
different fizes, from little more than 3 to 4 Inches and
an half in length, and from 1 anda half to 2 Inches and
an half in breadth s They are fomewhat in the form of
a Wedge, as proceeding from a thin Edge, which after
fo many Ages is tollerably fharp, to 1 and an half or
2 Inches at the thicker eand, where they are wrought
hollow to put upon a Shaft + Each of them has an Ear

or Loop, which that you may the better perccive the

form of, 1 have added the Figure of onc (inits cxalt . iie rive
fize) that was fent to this Repofitory. Some (uppofe ar rhe begim

them to have been drrows-heads, or Axes of the ancient 774

Britains ; others, thofe of the Roman Catapulte 5 but j
think they are as much to heavy for the firlk, as they are
Nnn toc
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( 394)
too light for the laft. T fhould rather take them to have
been the Heads of Spears, or Walking-flaves of the civi-
lized Britains 3 and tho' of a fomewhat diff:rent Form
from thofe defcribed by Speed (Hift. of Great Brit. cap. 6.)
in their Portraitures, taken I prefume from ancient Manu-
feripts, yet by the Loop in the fide we may better-con.
ceive how thofe ornamental Labels were faftened, than
by the Pi&tures there exemplified.

That Swords or Daggers were ufed of the fame Me-
tal in old time, as well in Ireland as Great Britain,
{of which there are {everal defcribed in the laft Edi-
tion of the Britannia) 1 conjetture from fome that
were found there of late Years, one of which was
brought me by a Friend from thence : It proves of
a middle fize, viz. eighteen Inches long in the Blade ;
whereas of thofe found in Wales, fome were but
Twelve, others Twenty four. The Hilt or Handle
probably was of Wood, (asis that of an old Sword
that I have now by me, which is five Foot and
a half long) for that it is wholly confumed: They
have been faftened together by four larger or two
lefs Nails, as appears by the Holes in the Brafs
which are yet entire. And now that I am upon this
fubject, T have an ancient Spur, that is no lefs than
fix Inches and an half long, from the Heel to the
middle of the Rowel 5 but this, which is gilded,
and of nicer Workmanthip, I fuppofe to be of 2 much
later dates

I am, &c.

Ralph Thoresby.

V. 4
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